
 
 

  

Foundation Stage 

Year Group Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Nursery 

Cycle A 

Exploring sounds/instruments Exploring sounds/instruments 

 

Music Appreciation 

 

Singing Singing 

 

Singing 

 

Rhythm Beat 

 

Pitch 

-Nursery  

Cycle B 

Exploring sounds/instruments  Exploring sounds/instruments 

 

Beat  

In addition - links to topics  

Singing 

 

In addition – links to topics  

Singing 

In addition – links to topics 

Singing 

Pitch 

 

Music appreciation  Composition 

 

Reception 

Cycle A 

Exploring sounds/instruments Exploring sounds/ instruments  Exploring sounds/instruments  

In addition – Links to topics 

Singing 

 

Singing. 

 

In addition – links to topics 

Singing 

Use Charanga to support singing 

Beat 

 

Beat 

 

Music appreciation  

Christmas songs and performance. 

  

 Rhythm 

 

Pitch 

 

Composition  Composition  

Whale Hill Primary School Subject Overview 

Music 

 



 
 

Reception 

Cycle B 

Exploring sounds/instruments 

 

Exploring sounds/instruments 

 

Exploring instruments  

In addition - links to topics  

Singing 

 

Singing  Singing 

Use Charanga to support singing 

Pitch 

 

Beat  Composition 

  

Rhythm and pattern 

  

Christmas songs and performance.  Music Appreciation  Music appreciation 

 

 

 

                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

Year 1 

 

 

Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 

How many ways can we make sounds? 
Past? 

How can different styles of music affect our 

mood? Make you feel? 

How can our imagination help us when 

performing? 

Old School Hip-Hop  Reggae,  Blues, Baroque, Latin, 
Bhangra, Folk, Funk  

Bossa Nova  Pop  Classical 

Year 2 

 

 

Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 

How does the pulse, rhythm and pitch work 

together? 
 

How can we play together as a band? Why is creating music with friends so much fun? 

 

Era/Genre  
Afropop, South 

African  

A song with rapping 
and improvising for 

Christmas  

Rock  Era/Genre  
Afropop, South African  

A song with rapping and 
improvising for Christmas  

Rock  



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

 

 

Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 

How do musicians know which notes to play? 
 

I can write words but how do I write music? Does all classical music sound the same? 

 

Style of the main song 

RnB  

Renaissance / Baroque 

Style of the main song 

Mixed styles  

Style of the main song 

Reggae  

Style of the main song 

A Pop song that tells a 

story  

Style of the main song 

Disco  

Style of the main song 

Classical 

Year 4 

 

 

Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 

Why are ABBA considered to be great pop 

musicians of their time?  

How can changing the dynamics create such 

drama in Music? 

How can we present a musical performance to 

capture the audience? 

Style of the main song 

Pop Mixed styles  

Style of the main song 

Grime and mixed styles  

Style of the main song 

Gospel  

Style of the main song 

Pop Mixed styles Grime 

and mixed styles Gospel 

Pop/The Beatles Classical 

Style of the main song 

Pop/The Beatles  

Style of the main song 

Classical 

Year 5 

 

 

Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 

How do musicians know when to start and 

stop? 

How are musical notes organised?                 

What is the connection between the sound and 

symbol? 

How has music changed over time? 

Style of the main song 

Rock  

Style of the main song 

Bossa Nova and Swing  

Style of the main song 

Pop Ballads  

Style of the main song 

Old-School Hip-Hop  

Style of the main song 

Motown 

Style of the main song 

Classical 



 
 

 

 

Year 6 

 

 

Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 

What is the difference between a note and a 

chord? 

What is a keynote or home note?                  

What is the structure of a melody? 

What have I learnt in music at primary school – 

where do I go from here? 

Style of the main song 

Pop/Neo Soul 

Style of the main song 

Bacharach and Blues 

Style of the main song 

Classical or Urban 

Gospel 

Style of the main song 

70s Ballad/Pop 

Style of the main song 

Hip Hop, Classical, 

Electronic, Soul, 

Contemporary 

Style of the main song 

Classical 


